The Wild Goose Troop Homeschool Co-op Guidelines

*These are especially our guidelines once we grow as a group!  Our group will be somewhat more informal probably for the first year or two.

WHO WE ARE:  The Wild Goose Troop Homeschool Co-op is a Waldorf-inspired homeschool cooperative serving Mobile, AL and the surrounding areas.  The co-op’s main focus is to meet regularly for Waldorf-inspired early childhood circle time, storytelling, and crafts, as well as to celebrate traditional Waldorf festivals together.  Both the festivals and the stories selected for puppet shows are designed with the goal of enriching the soul life of each participant and to awaken through imagination important aspects of the living intelligencde of the child (For example, the archetype of the baker or the shepherdess.  More to come on that!)  This co-op also aims to incorporate aspects of forest schooling into the latter part of our co-op days. 
The co-op is led by Melanie Patterson and 1-2 co-leaders.  Melanie and the other co-leaders plan lessons, puppet shows and events, manage accounting, interview new members, prepare for festivals, as well as oversee the website and Patreon platform and all social media.  Melanie will strive to keep co-op lesson plans & activities in alignment with Waldorf education’s core principles and values.  All final decisions are made by Melanie and the leaders of the co-op.  All of our members are essential for helping to facilitate group activities, especially as we grow as a co-op.  Each child will need an adult present to facilitate the craft activity as the crafts are geared to be made with adult supervision or by the adult with the child participating as much as possible.  For example, crafts may be needle-felted or made from clay.  Each meetup, children will take home a fully made craft or a kit to be completed/finished, as well as a handout with the circle time songs and movement verses.  If there is inclement weather, we will make every effort to reschedule our meetup.  You will at minimum still receive your craft kit if for some reason we must cancel.  
FEES:  The co-op fee is $45.00/month with the intent of each family to commit to participating for the entire year.  Co-op fees are used for a variety of necessary expenditures.  Statements of finances will be made available each November 1, February 1, May 1, and August 1 for the preceding quarter. 


INTERVIEW PROCESS:  We intend to remain a small group of 10 – 12 families.  You must schedule a Zoom interview with Melanie before attending our co-op for your two-week trial period.  During the Zoom interview, we get to know each other and discuss the co-op, our core values and go over any questions that arise.  You will then be invited to a two-week trial period (assuming we do not have a waitlist).  After the trial period, leaders will make a decision and email you to let you know if we feel like your family is a good fit for our group at this time.  After we extend an invitation to you, you will have one week to reply before we potentially offer your spot to the next person on the waitlist.  Once you accept, please remember to complete your purchase for the co-op membership, which will be a monthly subscription on the Sophia Awakening website.  Participation in the community portal is mandatory, as all calendar events are there, plus where we plan our events together.  We also post important updates and announcements on the community forums.  You will have access to all the video tutorials, circle time activities, and much more.  The website will also give you access to the co-op calendar where you need to RSVP for events.  Also, we will have our gallery of event pictures, craft show & tell, and more.  There will be email and text communication from Urgent news.  
Most all communications will happen in the member area, that way all members can receive important information.  
COMMUNICATION IS MANDATORY.  YOU MUST BE WILLING TO USE THE GROUP WEBSITE, AS WELL AS TEXTING WHEN NEEDED. 
EXITING:  Melanie and the other co-leaders reserve the right to ask a family to leave if they feel there is some irreconcilable conflict that needs to be temporarily and/or permanently removed from the group.  For the most part, we will all work together to make this a fun and nurturing group space for everyone to enjoy.
GENERAL SCHEDULE: Our co-op meetups will be listed on the calendar and will include a variety of in-person meetups with the children involved as well as planning and/or crafting meetups just for moms (both in person and on Zoom).  When gathering in person for a typical co-op day, we will follow the rhythm outlined here:
We begin at 9 am with 15 minutes of free play as we gather in (please do not be late for this important transition and settling in together).  We will then move into circle 

time (around 9:15 am), singing songs and doing movement verses.  This will lead into the puppet show if there is one that day (around 9:45).  We will then cut our fruit (each family brings one piece), say our blessing, have snack and recess time.  At approximately 10:30 am, we will start our craft activity and/or forest school activity.  You and your child will be crafting together mostly.  At noon, we will have a potluck lunch, and end with free play until 1 pm (or moms and children can carry on with crafting or the forest school activity).  
At each gathering (unless otherwise specified), please bring a potluck dish to share and lunch foundations for your own family (such as your protein for the meal).  Potluck contributions need not be big.  They should be something that we can put out on the table for both snack time and lunch time.  At each gathering, one family will be picked to say the blessing over the food (to be said at the beginning of snack time).  This blessing may at times be religious but is not required to be.  Each family should feel comfortable giving the blessing per their own family tradition.  All spiritual traditions are welcome.  We also ask that each family bring a piece of fruit to add to a fruit salad for the table. 
BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES:  We intend for this co-op to be a safe place for everyone, parents and children alike.  This means that parents must be responsible for holding the space regarding their own children.  We believe being inclusive of all children is foundational for a strong community and we ask that the children are all friendly and inclusive of the other children in the group.  Co-op is not a place for individual play dates.  We ask that moms remain attentive to their children and the group activities at large, neither spending long amounts of time on their phones, nor in deep conversation with other moms that makes it too easy to lose track of the children’s needs.  We also ask that moms communicate if their child is struggling with something or if there are any issues that other parents should know about that will facilitate everyone getting along and creating a positive environment for all concerned.  
No matter where we meet, the expectation is that you are making sure your child has parental supervision at all times.  For example, if we are on the playground and you need to step away for some reason, please make sure to have another parent 


supervise your child so that are never left without someone keeping an eye on them.  The Wild Goose Troop Homeschool Co-op, LLC cannot be held liable for accidental injury or worse.  Please see our waiver for more information.  
MEETUP LOCATION:  We meet at playgrounds mostly, but also state parks, libraries, possibly someone’s home, and other outdoor areas in Mobile, AL and surrounding areas.  You must be paying attention to announcements on our group website to make sure you are receiving all necessary information, including last minute updates on schedule changes.  

Sign and date below to say that your have read and understood these co-op guidelines and you agree to uphold all group expectations.  

____________________________________________________________ Date ____________
Name/Signature

____________________________________________________________ Date ____________
Witness
